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Classification and Description on the Collection of
Custom Investigation Materials during the Japanese

Colonial Period

Lee, Seung-Il *

The Japanese Empire had conducted a wide ranged custom investigation on Korea
from 1906 to 1938. Itou Hirobumi({/H{E{#30) had started investigating the custom in
order to legislate the real estate law as well as investigating the custom and the system
of Korea with the objective of legislating the civil law in 1908. After the annexation of
Korea, the Japanese Government-General of Korea has produced many records while
conducting the custom investigation and its affiliated projects.

Despite the fact that these records are the documents to find out about the customs,
folklore, laws and lives of modern Korean people, the basic investigation on how much
of these materials have been produced or which agency the collections are located. In
this study, the status of custom investigation materials collection at the Suwon Museum
of History(4~¥HE-3h and National Institute of Korean History(mAFH 2R 3))
was compared to be introduced. Despite the fact that all these materials are produced
in the process of custom investigation, the classification or organization methods are
different depending on the collection agency and the introduction on the characteristic
of materials is also unable to be performed. In this paper, the list description will be

presented as it introduces the materials of ‘custom investigation materials’ for raising the

* Researcher of Institute for the study of korean modernity, Yonsei University
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utilization of researchers while newly proposing the classification and organization system

of each materials

[Key Words] custom, customary law, custom investigation, National Institute of
Korean History(=rAFAZES] 9 8]), Suwon Museum of History(4-¢
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